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ABSTRACT

The function of schooling on different levels in the
direction of the processes of social mobility which influence the
development of rural areas in Poland were studied during 1967-71.
Data was collected by means of a network of 35 permanent teacher
correspondents, as well as 2 field stations which were operated for 3
years in 2 investigated villages. The areas for which information was
provided included attendance of rural youth in various types of
schools; dropouts in the rural areas; the level of pupil's knowledge
and ability; and schooling retardation and its effects on unegual
educational cpportunity. Selected conclusions only were presented in
this report since reports of the research as a whole are to be
published in book form. Trends indicated by the research include the
need to (1) strengthen rural schools by eliminating their present
dispersion and by opening new, more centralized networks based on
bussing, (2) strengthen the rural teaching personnel by raising
qualifications and specialization, (3) introduce gradually universal
secondary education in city and country, (4) improve the system of
student selection, and (5) modernize teaching methods. (PS)
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AIKOLAS KOZAKIEWICZ
The Polish Academy of Sciences

ACCESSIBILITY OF SCHOOLING ON DIFFERENT
LEVELS TO RURAL YOUTH. FINDINGS OF RESEARCH

The proportion of those employed in agriculture (36,5%)
8%{71/ is 8till high in Po-
land, Hence the proper control of geographical mobility, of
the processes of migration and vrbanization is of basic po-
litical and economic importance, Poland is also among the
countries where the village continues to ditfer from the town
in many respects, where there is still an essential differ-
entiation in living conditions and opportunities between ru-
ral and urban inhabitants. Therefor direction of the pro-
cesses of vertical social moblility eiming to eliminate exist-
ing disproportions and unequal opportunity is among the im-
portant tasks of social policy which condition the gradual
realization of the socialist system’s egalitarian ideology.
The present study is devoted to the runction oi school-
ing on difterent levels in the direction of the processes of
social mobility which influence the development of the rural
aress in various ways., A4ll the findings cited here derive
trom research conducted in 1967-1971, Most of thea come tfrom
the work or the present author and his research teaa, which
included Drs.Zvigniew Kwiecinski and Wlodsimierz Winclawski,
conducted in three agricultural counties in Plock, Torun and
Wloclawek.Eesides a poll and statistical research, the meth-
od was applied of many years observation by means of a net-
work of 35 permanent teacher correspondents a8 well as 2
field stations which operated tor 3 years in 2 investigated
villages (Z.EKwiecinski and W.¥Winclawski), The qualitative
aspects of the processes in question were thus estigated
by the method of controled observation in 37 localities. Yor
understandable reasons the present paper presents only seve
eral selected conclusions from research which as a whole is
thusfar being published in 3 books (M.Kosakiewics, Kariery
plockie (Plock Careers), Szkolnictwo a uprsesyslowienie
(Schooling and Industrialiszation), 1971, pp.314; Z.Kwiecin-
ski,Funkcjonowania sgzkoly wiejskiej w rejonie uprzemyslcwia-
ni: (Functio of Bural Schools Inductrialized Regions)
/in print/; ¥%.¥Winclawski, Prreuiany srodowiska wychowawcgego
wsi w wyniku uprzemyslowienia rejonu (Changes in the BRural
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Educational Environnent as a Result of the Indusuziwsization
of a Region), /in print/.

Attendance of rural youth in various types schools

Equality of access to various schools would be theoret-
ically ideal only if the proportion of pupils and students
ot the different social groups corresponied, at least appro-
ximately, to their percentage of the population. Publicists
in the field of education have been mainly concerned about
changing these proportions in Poland's higher educational in-
stitutions. For here students of intelligentsia origin oc-
cupy more than half the places, although this stratum is a
minority of the population.And comversely-the number of young
geople of worker and peasant origin is very low in progor—

ion,Thus in 1969=1970 children of peasants constituted 15.9%
of the total in full time and evening schools of all types,
children of workers- 29.1%. Whereas children oI aental work-
ers constituted 50.5% o all full time students. The situa-
tion is better in the considerably more ditficult eveni
schools: workers’ children- 57.1%, peasants’ children- 13,
and children of mental workers- 23%,

The social disproportions on the higher educational lev-
el and the quest for remedial measures distracted attention
for many years froam the causes of the ' disproportions which
lay in the salection made 5 z:m prior to the competitive
exaninations for schools or higher learning. The poblication
of national data on the social origin of secondary school
pupils comaenced only several years ago.These data show that
children of workers constituted 45.1%, of peasants - 26,8%
and ot mental workers- 21.1% of all pupils in full time ,vo-
cational schools. These indicators hence approximate more
closely the ratios oi the difterent social strata to the na-
tional population.But this pertains to schools which prepare
for higher education to a very small degree, since an'appre-
ciable majority of vocational school pupils attended elemen-
tary vocatio! schools which do not qualify for a second
school diploaa, While of those who studied .in technic

‘gchools which do so qualify, a large proportion (3/4) 4o not

€0 in f£or higher education, at least not directly from tech-
nical school. The general secondary school remains the prin-
cipal preparatory school for higher education. And the sit-
uation in these schools is essentially different than in vo-
oational schools. In 1969/70 children of workers constituted
27 4%, 01 peasants— 17.4% and ot nmental workers- 47.7% of all
pupils in the penultimate class Dbdetore graduation. These
proportions were quite similar to the later onmes in higher
educational institutions.

Betore turning from these general quantitative indices
to some qualitative ones,let us cite the findings of research
conducted in 1968 which embraced 1528 pupils of 7 vocational
schools (from elementary and technical to post secondary) of
chenical and petrocheaical special-iszstions at Plock. ese
schools were nvuttfnted according to the criteria of the
seosuphi: and soc::l.t ustri-ibut:l:: :x‘ttheir gupnl. Itd was

sune common terainolo at the echools ¢
ﬁ"ROS ingo "worse", i.e.y gplhorter ura ga1 Iul i

on and less au-
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thoritative (elementary vocational), "bett.." (the techanical
school) and the "vest", i.e., the higher type post secondary
graduate school., It turned out that the geogrephicel range
of the Flock schools practically embraced the waole of Po-
land.The pupils, in quest of an attractive vocation and well
paid jobs,came to this new industrial ceatrec and its schools
even 1rom remote parts of the country.The factor or distauce
plays a big role here, for %0.6% or the 920 pupils come from
the industrial region where the schools are located (youth
from Plock occupy 390 places,trom neighbouring Gostynin-l22,
Sierpc- 104 and from more aistant Plonsk- only 58 places,
However, those who come frox remote provinces are as a rule
more selective, a larger number of them choose <the best
schools,i.e., which afford the best opportunities and the
most desirable Jobs.Thus, of the 152€ pupils of the 7 inves-
tigated Plock schools those from outside Warsaw province con-
stituted only 1.2% of the elementary chemical school /2/ pu-
pila, 27% ot the chemical technical schools /3/ and 35.4%
of the pupils at the state chemical technical schools for se-
condary school graduates, /4/ These data are confiraed by
other research (M,Pohoski’s, for instance) which establishes
that not only the ambitious but also the most prepared intel-
lectually migrate to distant places,tfor educational purposes
too. But the higher selectivity of those Iroz distant prov-
inces i3 only a secondary eftect oI the pricr natural selec-
tion or candidates vo schools im the Plock region. This sit-
vation flows from the established tact that every second stu-
dent tron distant parts of the country and froa %arsaw prov-
ince and only 20% of the students living in that industrial
region had previously finished secondary s8chool. It thus
turns out that completed general education (secomdary school
graduation) makes it easier to benmerit fron the eaucational
giportunitiea not only at the place of residance but also in

stant parts oi the country, no% only on the level of high-
er education but also in postgraduate institutions.

Observations and comclusions based only on data pertain-

ing to the territorial range of the Plock vocational schools
require consideradvle modirication and supplementation if the
out of town pupils are regarded not trom the viewpoint of
the distance of their permanent residence <from +the Plock
schools, but in respect of their social origin. According to
the parents’ occupational structure the respondent @roup of
920 seconiary chemical and building construction scnool pu-
pils breaks down as follows:

nunber percentage

Children or workers 122 13,0
" " {faraers 440 45,9
of which:
O=2 ha 3l
=10 ba 200
over 10 bha 47
no informatioa on {arm sise (31
" ol mental workers 115 12,5
" " handicraitsaen and others 16 17.8
No information on occupation 7
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Quantitatively the pesasant youth benerfitted most from
the Plock schools. They occupied almost every second place
in schools above the elementary level. But a breakdown of
the data according to the type of school they attended shows
that their educational advance was weakest in respect of
quality.ror pupils oI peasant origin constituted only 15% of
po3t secondary technical schools, 33% of full time and even-
ing technical school pugila and as much as 65% of elementary
vocational schools=publicly regarded as the lowest grade.

The situation was the direct opposite with children of
the intelligentsia:only 4.7% of elementary vocational school
pupils, 6.4% of technical schools and as much as 31,7% of
post secondary schools.

The educational advance of peasant youth was thus nost
massive in numbers but lowest in quality. This is confirmed
by nationwide data, Peasant youth occugy every third place
in full time elexment vocational schools and every fifth
place in secondary (full time technical) vocational schools.
In general,social status seems to be a more effective deter-
ainant of advancement by education- in a qualitative sgense-
than i3 the distance of the schooling centre, where a young
person seeks to advance himself, froa the place of residence.

The situation in this respect is still worse with the
general secondary school, Here peasant youth constitute a
little more than 15% of pupils, of which 2/3 are girls. It
is important, of course, to establish the reasors why worker
and psesant youth are meinly concentrated in elementary vo-
cational schools,attend technical schools to a lesser extent
and least general secondary schools. The example of Plock
suggests deeper mechanisas operating here than groxinity of
schools or their inadequate pumber of places, For the Plock
research pertains to a region without any shortage of school
seats due to the exhuberant expansion of education effected
by industrialization. In fact, during the period of research
a number of schools thare could mot recruit the necessary
number of candidates. The present study is mainly devoted
precisely to this question of the unequal access to education

-on the higher than elementeary level,especislly to the gener-~

al secopdary school which matures for higher education.
Dropouts in the rural areas

Dropouts in the rural areas was investigated by Z.Kwie-
cinski in Plock and Swiecie counties, He examined 673 indi-
viduals of whoa 598 dropped out of rural elementary school.
The author comcluded that thie is still a relatively frequent
phenomenon which limits the educational possivilities of the
rural youth, For it is obvious that further social ad-
vance by means of education is impossible without at 1least
finishing elezentary school. The primacy causes of drogout-
flow from the fact that a certain part of peasant families,
particularl{ those living at the periphery of school dis-
tricts, still £ind themselves outside the direct range of
the soclio-economic es effected by industrialization as
well as the backward difficult schooling conditions,

Besides, the considerable growth of employment outside

-




agriculture bas created a new demand for labour power in the ’
tamily. This sharpened the contlicting situation between the .
obligations to the school and to the faram, especially for

boys. There is a certain improvement here though, since the

number of forms finished before dropping out is greater than

before the was or in the first few years tollowing.Moreover,

a higher proportion of persons continue their education later

at evening or correspondence courses- on their own initiative

or under the influence of the family. | :

Doainant among the causes of -rural drdpouts are those ;
of an economic character (the farm production structure, the ‘
children’s work burden, the farm’s material position) and of
a psychosomatic nature. (differences in the physical and men-
tal development of rural children), Our research has estab-
lished a relative decline in the intluence of economic fac-
tors- due to the positive changes in the rural areas- and a
shift of the centre of gravity to .glycbo-outic causes,i.c., ;
those depending on certain physical and mental handicaps of ;
gndren who grow up in unfavourable sociocultural condi- !

ORnS o .

Dropping out of school is usually due to a combination :
of causes of vaying force and sequence of action, Soae may !
be caslled objective, extermal in relation to the pupil,such :
as: a) the family structure, bi place of residence, c¢) dis- i
tance froa School, d) the family’s material situation,e) the i
fanily’s attitude to upbringing.Others are subjective, i.e., ;
connected with the pupil’s personality: a) the level of men-
tal development, b) physical developaent, state of health,
¢) aspirations, d) pattern ot behaviour, etc. BSoewe of the
causes are clearly related to upbringing in the faaily. A
positive change in this respect consists in the ract that in
regions undergoing deep-going socio-economic change due to
industrialisation,the family is ever less inclined to influ-
ence the children to drop out of school., Our research never-
theless establishes that the queation of an equal start can-
not be solved without overcoaing the dropping out phenosaenon,
beginning with elementary school.Otherwise it is hardly pos-
sible to unleash in the process of education all the talents
and gbilities latent. in the masses.This applies all the more
to Poland’s present demographic depression which dictates
the need to utilise human reserves to the highest degree,in-
cluding (if not pri.nrup the rural reserves which consti-
tute the main source of future candidates for schbools of all
types and for the labour aarket.

T™he pupils’ level of knowledge and ability

The chief cause of the difference in the educational le-
vel of provincial and city youth seems to lie in the funo-
tioning of rural and urban elementary schools. Accomagn:o
research conducted by 2.Kwiecinski in Brudsen Dusy and other
villages of Flock county,the difference in the level of know-
le and ability is very great.This research which eapraced
3856 pupils and 158 forms in 1969 also disolosed a sharp dif-

T ference in this respect bdbetween urban and rurel element

. school pupils. Thus the percentage index of tesk fulfillmen
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(the Konopnicki test) stood at 21 for the pupils of all the
investigated rural classes and at 44.7 for the pupils of ur-
ban 8chools. It may hence be ascerted that in Plock count
(and it is representative in this reaspect of the situation in
other sreas) the educational level was twice as high in <the
urban than in the rural schools.

That was confirmed by Kwiecinski’s research of 1971 in
the Torun and Wioclawek counties. The median points for the
solution of test problems (in a group of 3,230 elementary
school pupils) in the field of the humanities amounted to
24,25 for urban schools in ¥Wloclawek, 20,9 for small town
schools and 14.56 for rural schools.For tests in mathematics
and natural science subjects to 26.23,21.39 and 16.78 points
respectively. Research in Torun county (on 3808 pupils) rec-
orded the median points for a test in the humanities as 27,
in the city, 20.3 in small towns and 14.3 in the peripher
villages, Tests in aathematics and the natural sciences
showed a similar divergence between the city and its periph-
eral villages (29.5 against 17.2 points),

Research furthermore indicates that a considerable num=
ber of rural school llgupzl.:l.a may be regared as functional seni
=literates, while only a few can be said to represent a very
good or excellent level. Thus 51.4% of urban pupils were
shown by the research to deserve a good or very good rating
in general knowledge as compared to 7.7% of rural school pu-
pils in the same region. And conversely- the category of pu-
pils considered deficient in the general level of Imowledge
amounted to 40.5% in the rural ercas and only 4.8% in ¢
urban cengres,.

The evident divergence in the hunanities and nathemat-
ics is the principa) cause of the prevalling unequal OPM-
tunities of the two populatisns for further education. ]
is retlected in the rural young peoples’ mechanism of self-
-critical, realistic evaluation of existing possibilities
when thei shun more difficult schools with their coupetitive
exgainations as in their objective ability to pass such ex-
aninations when they try. erefor the dbasic task for the

‘Teal equalizatic: of the educational start is to even the

educational levels of urban and rural schools.

The same research suggests that a very important cause
of the divergence in the level of knowledge- besides place
of residence (town or country) or location of the elemeénti
school attended- is socio-vocational origin. 48 a rule, chil-
dren of the intelligentsia in both urban and rural schools
showed higher attainments in the mass polls conductod. The
differences between socio-vocational groups were equally
strong in town and country.For example,children ot unskilled
workers in rural schools lower grades as a rule than
their counterparts in the city.Auong pupils of rura) schools
in an industriaslized region children of the intelligentsia
attained the iighest results: 34.8% correct answers.Children
of peasants had the lowest results: 19,28 correct, and the
children of* unskilled .workers-21,2%,Children of mental work-
ers also attained the best ratings in urban schools: 50,68,
children of skilled workers occupied second place with 39,1%
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while children of unskilled workers scored the lowest:34,.2%, :

It is significant that the group of childrer of +the rursl §

intelligentsia represent the same level as the lowest educa-

tional level group of urban children.Hence the place of res-

idence turns out to be a stronger determinant here than the

parents’ sociovocational category. .
The problex was considered of such importance that we

investigated it anew with otber methods and in a different

location. Thus WeWinclawski tested the ratings of pupils of

calsses VI to VIII inclusive in 20 villege ocommunities of

Bielsk hanlet which were divided into 5 zones according to

the distance from the centre of the industrial town.The vile

lages were divided into & groups: a) suburban villages, (1),

b)villages of median commuting time to Plock but with a wide

azplitude of roads, (IIa), ¢) vinagu of nmedian commuting

tiwe to Plock but with few roads, (IIb), d; 31)1“1 agricul-

twiai villeges far froa town, (III) and e e agricultural ;

township Bielsk, (B). : :
The investigated villasges degree of urbanization rises g

in the order of III, IIb, 1la, I, B. :
In 1970 the villages of the distinguished zones recorded

the following schooling results{by the pupils of forms IV,V,

VI,V1I,VIII, of a possible 49 poiats): .

Iv ¥ Yi i1 YIXI

B - 26,4 ned Ned n.4 ned /ﬂ x’

1- 24,1 22,0 2;l 18.2 17.7 . :
Ila- 1909 1905 13.2 ned ned
I1Ib- 24,3 17.5 17.4 15.6 ned

- III- 18,9 17.2 16.5 16.0 12.7

/x/ n.i. -« 0o information either because the research is
still in progress or because the school in question
is of a lower grade without form VIII.

The findings are definite: the results of schooling de=-
cline with the drop in the level of rural urbanisation, or
with the rise of rusticism. What's interesting is that the
research did not establish any c¢levar influence of the schools

: per se on the educational result:, Zor e le, in the ele-
3 mentary school of the agricultural towship Bielsk local Iu-
! ils scored 26.4 points while tLose from neighbouri vil-
ages s':udying at the same school rated correspo ¥y 19.3,
18.9, 17.5, 16,5 and 16 pou“o '
i The Winclawski research in question also established
; that the frequency of school attendance drops in proportion
: to the dogree the locality is of an aegricultural character.
' Thus, while the aversge 1965-1970 attendance in Bielsk town=
ship amounted to 96.2%,in the hi urbanized rural sone ad-
Jacent to FPlock it stood at 94.7%, the median distance
zone at 91% ‘and in the distant zone at 90.7%. There is hard-
lz ‘any need to prove that the frequency of school attendance
8 lnd:iin direct relation with the results of education and
promotion, ‘ ‘
A third verification of the proposition r:tu'uu the
relation between the place of residence and rur or urban
character of the school attended, on the one hand, and the
teaching level, on the other, is provided by the present auv~ -
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thor'’s research of 1971 through the instrumentality of the
Polish Acsdemy of Science teacher correspondents at Plock
county. The research eabraced 511 pupils who finished fora
VIII in 1970 and 1462 who matriculated from the investigated
schools ovar 1960-1970, including 757 who finished rural el-
essntary schools.

: Research conducted with independent cethods and on other
populations fully confirm the findings of Kwiecinski and Win-
olawsk! discussed above. Children’s median ratings were in-
vestigated in the humanities,mathematics and natural science
subjects acoording to the parenta’ socio-vocational . catego-
ries.In the test of promoted pupils,hence of those who could
not be rated lower than passing (mark 3), it was established
that children of farmers also received the lowest mark, 3,in
the above subjects.The same average rating was scored by the
children of part-time farmers. Children of unskilled and
skilled workers scored somewhat highor in the ahbove subjects,
3.3+ The ratings of mentsl workers’ children were decidedl
higher: in the humanities- 3.9, in msthematies and natur
sclences-3.8.This was the case with both urban and rural pu-
Pils.Bbut marked differences appeared when the same data per—
tained to the median ratings scored by pupils uped not
according to the father’s socio-vocational atiiliation but
according to the father’s wducational level-~ independent of
his occupation. The differentiation established above then
turned out to be-marked, Thus, children of parents who Aid
not finish elementary school had a general median rating of
3.2,those whose fathers had a completed elementary education
scored 3.4 in the humgnities and 3.3 in mathematics and ne-
tural science subjocts.Chilaren whose fathers coapleted sec-
ondary school stered a considerable jump in their 1level
of mowledgo: the medisn for the humanities amounted to 4,3,
for mhzuuu and natural science subjects- to 3.8.Finally,
children whose parents had a completed higher education
scored the highest: 4.2 and 4.3 respectively,or close to the
asrk very on the scale of school ratings. :

: The data ..{h:. yzod in 4till enother .zanner, nane-
-Ig. tz checking frequency of the vorz good rating (hence
the ablest in a school sense) according to the father’s edu-
cational up.Thus in the group of pupils whose fathers hed
pot finished element school onl scored v good in
the huapnities and 2:3 in mathemstics and natur science,
Where the fathers bad a oozg::od elementary education the
comngoaunc maontogn at 6.8 and S5.7. Of those
whoss fathers finished secondary scheol 19.36 scored very
€00d in the humgnities and 16.4% in mathematics and natural
science.Maally, pupils of the highest category, i.e., shose
fathers had a completed higher education,as much as 41.4 and
SO% scored very good in the former and latter respectively.

(The last figures are the least reliasble because of the small
ausber of respondents &nvolvod in proportica to the total in-
vestigated population.).

e investigation by Z.Xwiecinski in 1971 in the Torun
rog:n (3,803 respondent elementary school pupils) also
polnted to the v high correlation between the pupils’ lev-
their parents’ education.

el of knowledge
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The degree of pupils’ knowledge according
to the parents’ educatio level

71
i lumber of jears Mother _ Father
: of parents Results of both tests Results or both tests
; schooling Urben Furael Urben ural _
: 5 years 20,8 15.1 18,2 14,9
7=8 " 23.7 17.1 2l.1 18.9
9=10 " 29.6 25.0 26.8 22.1
11"12 " 32 .8 31 oo 32 .1 53 I9
13=-14 " 41,2 3340 36,0 3746
15 " _55.0 - 4309 “9 co

It appears that the established extremely sharper d4if-
terentiation in the level of learning according to the fath-
er’'s education than according to the parents’ occupational
. category deserves serious attention, This pertains particu-
: larly to programming remedial measures and t0 working out

nore sffective systems of preference for children of workers
and peasant origin in the entire school systea,

Schooling retardation and its effects on
unequal educational opportunity

Retarded schooling expressed in finishing school at an
older age than the normal or dropping out is a separate cause
ot inequality of educational opportunity and of the handicaps
faced by worker and peasant youth’s dasire for Kkaowledge.
The groportion of retarded p:{ils is definitely higher 4in
the later classes and in rural achools, This phenomenon ex=
ists also in urban schools but there 18 a considerable quan-
titative difference here.Thus, for instance, in Kwiecinski's
investigation (of 3856 pupils)each fourth pupil in the agri-
cultural areas of Plock county was retarded in school age as
compared to only €.9% in Plock city achools. His research
further demonstrated that retarded pupils as a rule display
a lower level of knowledge and that a considerably smaller
proportion of thea passed the tests. This was confirmed bvy
the iresent author’s above cited research which established
oonsiderably lower median ratings for retarded pupils than
for those of normel school age.

Thus with pupils of proper school age the median ratings
in the humanities were 3.3 points and in matheratics and na-
tural science 3.55. With one gear'a retardation the median
ratings dropped to 3.10 and 3.07 respectively,as coapared to
3 or those retarded by two years. This tully establishes
retarded pupils’ lower level of knowledge. That their marks,
tho y are gtill of the passing level is due to the
fact that oaly promoted pupils were examined, The figure of
26% retardation in the rural schools almost fully corsesponds
to Kwiecinaki’s finding. ‘

Since the above data cause statistical differences to
shrink by comprising only promoted pupils and thus operating
with a linited rating scale (3-passing, 4-go00d,5=very good),
it may be well to cite data on this gqueation outained by .
Z.Ewiecinski. He tested the level of knowledge in Wloclawek
county schools of all pu{ill. pronoted and left over, While
in the town schools pupils ghead by one Jyear scored 32,9

v s o e e 0

e

e

. 10




- 10 =

points in the two tests (mathematics and the hunanities),the
respective scores for normal school age pupils wers 27.8 and
17.5, The corresponding ratings for those retarded by two
years were 12.8 and 8.1 points and one year retarded pupils
scored 14.8 in town and 8,9 in the country.

The facts that rural schools represeat the loweat teach-
ing level, have the largest number of dropouts and highest
proportion of retarded pupils, that the parents of children
studying there mostly delong to the socio-vocational category
of peasants and unskilled workers with completed or incon-
pleted eleaentary school education- all of these conatitute
a set of varisbles which in all reseaxches turned out to be
uniforaly correlated with a low level of teaching.This lesds
to the fundamental conclusion that the sharp difference in
the level of knowledge between urban and rural elementary
school pupils effects a decided dirferentiation of opportu-
nity in intellectual and eve life alresdy at the thresh-
0old of post elementary education. Tnese ditferences consti-
tute a basic social force which impells selection bdeginning
with the secondary school level -in a direction contrary ¢o
state policy end socialist ideology.

Soae conclusions

The above descrided research and the stock of knowledge
not cited here suggest the tono'ﬁ conclusions regarding
the causes 0f the prevailing inequality of access to various
level schools:

1) There is a close relation betwesn the level of school
knowledge and a) the parents’ educational level, b)their sc-
cio=-occupstio position, ¢) the ecomomic situation, 1) the
fllilg'l education and place of residence;

) There is a correlation between the pufil'l choice of
a Youtolmnt type school and his social situation. Those
belonging to a lower socio=-economic group or are of a lower
educational level choose lower level secondary and higher
schools, 350 is there a correlation detween the choice of s
school ¢t and the zupu'l level of school learning which
_is dete ed primarily by the location 0f the elementary
school and mext by the place occupied by the pupil’s 2aaily
on the social ledder;

3) Decisions concerning the cheioe of post-eleaentary
schodls reflect the processes of spontaneous social seloction
which can by only weakened but not eliminated dy deliverate
educational policy;

4) Asong pupils of the same level of knowledge graduat-
ing schools, especially general secondary. schools,are chosen
by those whose social position is more favouradbls and in re-
spect of ua!xogirln

S) The ve mentioned forces of social selection,ante-
cedant to the choice of school, act with ,rueor intensity
among the sons rather than the daughters of peasants. Boys

refer technical schools, girls- goneral secondary schools,

8 makes it difficult to avoid the feminigation /5/ of
higher educational imstitutions and to maintain a proper so-
cial composition in the schools,

M
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Retarded schooling om:::n the cholce of noe (1.1
) schools, And since re ed pupils predosinate ﬁ the
areas, Bost of them apply to elemsatary vocational

schools

62 Jormal selective institutions, such as repetition of
class VIII and prelininary exaainations only lead to a slight
correction of pupils’ plans. These changes oaly deepen
earlier process of spoataneocus aocial selectioa, altho
repatition of studies and exaniaations accurstely dis sh
low from adeguate levels of knowledge;

7) Among pupils of the same soclal position ead equal
leval of knowledge, peasant youth sore rarely choose the ge-
persl sscondary school aad more often nmn{nx vocational
leh:ou.no cause here too must be sought outside the asechool
systea.

T™he role of inceantives and counter—-iacentives
in the sphere of access to education

T™he sisple fact that schools adbove the elesentary level
are conocentrated in cities exerts an !.lnrtut jaflwence om
the access of education. All childrea liviag im the resote
provinces confront the blea of distence froa achool. This
can De overcoae either by traveliag to achool or by pericdi-
cally living on the school preaises,

The adbove sited research of present Author’sg oa 7 of the
808C attractive Flock vocational schools estadlished that
M.H of the pupils traveled to achool daily, 21.5 lived in

ublic boarding schoola or dormitories,27.?% in private lodg-
Lu besides the 6,68 who lived in workers’ hoetels).

t is obvicus that meeting the srobha of distance from
school involves expenditures by the faaily. The magnitude of
these costs was estadlished the influence they may exert
od the decision of young people and their parents to choose
some and not other schools wes unmoc. ¢ asgnitudes of
the following chief componeats of eXpenditure involved
were calculated: a) cost of housimg, D) zood, ©) services
(laundry, electric power, e%c.), 4) pocket money. The gath-
ered data were drokean up by types of periodic residence on
school preaises (boarding achool ;rinu 1 » workers’
bostel) and according to the puph s social origin,

Median monthly cost (gross) of eduzation ia 1969 (in slotys)

Bousiig 1004 services poeket total sotal
" SRy ;olcb- yoarly
A

Boarding
sahool . o/x/
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Workere'
hostel 100

400
430 a3 10% 660 64600
cirhagers T 255 s 10 105 9% 930
M0
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dging with
xl‘:qnht:‘ncu 198

"nw;.g“%.‘."“ 1% 0 208 60 ex0
Q e free E
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Two reservations shotld dbe noted with regards to this
tadle. It deals with averages, hence real costs were consid-
orably higher in many individual cases, Second, 127 pupils
lived with strangers in the most expensive private 1
houses, 7 ia lodgings of acquaintances and 30 with relatives,
The data show that to acquire an education requires from par-
ents a ¢ross annual expenditure of S to 10, slotys on the
average.Acco to availadle detailed data not cited here,
the sum is 15, slotys. Hence the principle of free eiuce-
tion decomes illusory for a consideradble part of society. It
is evident that the ,choice bdetweea e¢leaent vocational
school,the techaical school or the State Techno cal School
involves also the choice between a two, five or six year pe-
riod of carrying the finsncial dburden.In terms of cash, this
zJans a choice between spending froa 10 to 20 or 30 to 60,000
slotys gross for a:'child’s education.We stress gross in each
case because the expenditure is reduced for adout half the
pm:l by the systea of state stipends. The pudlic boarding
8 1 turned out to be the chegpest, but it can regrettadl
accomodato no more than 31% of pupils, Private 1 Syus
by 24,28, were the most expensive,But it should be noted
that this represents a higher percentage in Plock than 1in
the rest of the country. It is Mogl‘n; prodbable that the high
cost ¢f education is one of the of obstadles to asant

uth choosing better dut longer tera schools, An additional

actor is the fact that it is possidle to earn money from
practical work in the eleaentary vocational school- and con-
sidersdbly more than the stipends granted in general secondary
schools., Thus, the highest stipend in the iatter aaounts to
320 alot{- aonthly (often paid in two 4nstallments) while
resuneration fron practical work in the elementary vocatio-
nal school amounts to 455 slotys.

It has been the policy of the educational guthorities
thusfar to aseure doth stipends and accomodation in bdoarding
schools mainly to olomnri vocational school pupils, Ia
sun, all these factors: preference in doarding schools and
stipends, higher stipends, the shorter period of educational
expenditures and the higher earnings after (finis the
elementary vocational school could not but make the latter
s0ore attractive than the general secondary or post-maturation
schools for peasant youth. In this aituation, the fact that
the scant nuader of places in bo school and the inade-
quate puadber of stipends deing distributed properly from a
sccial viewpoint, are of no great siganificance, Nor is the
clear preference in this respect by worker and peasant youth,
as cated by the research, This is primarily so since the
systea of state aid incentives reinforcea the motivation of
gunnt children to chooss the elementary school instead of

he roads lesding to the university, In this manner the ex-
huberant development in relation to the three main aims of
education: 1) satisfaction of young g:opl.l' aspirations,

moeting the needs of the labour market and 3) influencing
the class structure of locht{. accomplishes only the first
two in accord with socialist idedlogy.As for the third task,
it cannot be said to be adequately fulfilled (particularly

3
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sis bY means of the influx of wor class and pessant youth
into the general secondary school later the university).

Bpilogue

The difficulties and distortions in the educational sys-
ter and teaching methods(despite uadoudted titative
gress) have deen of such constant coneern of the suthorities
that a Commission of experts, headed dy Prof.Jab 8acs ’
was recently appointed to prepare a report on the sta of
sducation in Poland.Composed of n srnsental specialists,
its task is to evaluste the functi and developasnt of
the schbool systes and to make proposals for its improveseat
and modernisation.

1o reference to the prodleas dealt with in the present
paper, the Commission is tO analyse the prevailing system of
organized and spontaneous selection of pupils and students
for various typs schools, S5ince such yaes are made o
the bdasis of many sociological crossections (imel the
urban-rurel divieion), the conslusions of the Commission of
Experts will exert a great influence oo eliminatios the dis-

roportions descrided in the preseat study. The work of the
amission is till ip progress but at least some treads ocan
be indicated likely to be spproved bz‘at:
1ng thair present CLapereion and by peAies BS) aore  eenr
presen spersion new, BOre oD~
tralised networks dbaseld on dussing,

b) to strengthea the rural teaching persoansl by raising
qualifications and specialisation,

€) to gradually iatroduce universal secondary edwoatiocs
in ctt{ and country,

d) to improve the systea of student aad pupil selactioa
by substituting conscious, organised for spontanscws selao-

tion,

8) to modernise tesching aetdhods iatroducing the
latest mass medis and sudioc-visual forwe order to elimi-
aate the effects 0f the cultural 4ifferential between city
and country and to relieve school programmes of eXcessive
information transaitted dy traditiemal aethods ia the class
rooa, .

These are oaly some of the iateatiocas n&n shape, dut
they jJustify the hope that the Iindings of ogical reo-
Search tea years henoe will show definite changes for e

pheaonsna esusing

i the asphere of renewing the eu%uu of the intelligent-

better ia relatien to
faotiea today.
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Date for 1970 .

T clemsatary vecational schecl 15 of 2-3 yesr dure-
ties end traids qualified werkers. :

™he tecinicsl sechesl runs fer m' Seochai-
cal skills and s secendary s . fiaishing diplema.
The state techaical sehoel is a semi-higher edwsatiemal
iastitutien of a 23 year term for sehesl
sraduates aad offare a teciaieian’s diploma.
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